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Tuesday 1st December 2020 
 
Dear Westways Community, 
 
I hope you were as thrilled as the governors were to learn that Westways has recently been named 
in the Sunday Times list of 250 top state primary schools in England.  It is a recognition of the 
considerable work which our leadership team, our teachers and support staff, and our pupils have 
put in over recent years to enable Westways to become a thriving centre of learning.  We applaud 
everyone who has made this possible. 
 
Following advertising, the governors were recently able to shortlist candidates they would like to 
interview for the post of Headteacher.  Unfortunately Covid-19 restrictions have meant that 
interviews are being postponed to January.  We hope we will be able to report back to you then 
about this next step in our Westways journey. 
 
And Covid-19 restrictions are not just limiting our ability to interview.  In some way, this pandemic is 
impacting on everyone’s lives.  I know from personal experience at three schools, that leadership 
teams are under considerable pressure, with new directives from government arriving almost daily 
as well as the responsibility for keeping staff and pupils safe.   
 
We heard reports at our recent governing meeting about excellent classroom teaching and learning.  
Our pupils and teachers seem as enthusiastic and committed as ever, however they are also having 
to deal with taking responsibility for pupil and classroom safety.  Parent/carer evenings have been 
successfully conducted remotely but I know we all prefer them in person.  There is something about 
a face to face meeting which makes us feel we have really connected, whether on the playground 
or in the classroom.  Hopefully it will not be too long until it is possible to meet in this way once again. 
 
In the meantime, Christmas activities, including nativity productions will take place – even if remotely 
for parents and carers.  I know our staff are good at finding ingenious ways to share the experience 
of our pupils with us.  We appreciate the time and energy they give to make this possible. 
 
In closing, I would like to thank each of you for rising to the challenges of this term, for your patience, 
your goodwill, your consideration of others and, above all your support, in whatever capacity, for our 
children and their learning. 
 
May you have a safe and joyful holiday season. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
 
 
Chair of Governors 


